
Standard for Electrical Cable Tray Covers

Article Overview

Cable tray covers are regulated under NEC Article 392, UL 568, and NEMA standards, requiring proper

construction, ventilation, and installation to ensure safety and compliance.

NEC Requirements

Under NEC Article 392, cable trays are considered support structures rather than raceways, and covers are

required in certain situations to protect cables from physical damage, dust, or interference. Solid bottom trays

or trays in areas with potential electromagnetic interference (EMI) often require covers to prevent overheating

and maintain cable integrity. Covers must not obstruct airflow in ventilated trays, as proper ventilation is

critical to prevent excessive heat buildup. NEC also specifies maximum fill ratios: 40% for power cables and

50% for control cables, which must be considered when installing covers to avoid overheating .

UL and NEMA Standards

UL 568 governs the construction and performance of nonmetallic cable tray systems, including ladder,

ventilated, and solid bottom trays. It ensures that covers are continuous, durable, and capable of supporting

environmental and mechanical stresses. NEMA VE 1 and VE 2 provide guidelines for metallic trays,

including aluminum and steel, specifying load/span classes, installation practices, and cover requirements.

These standards ensure that covers maintain structural integrity and do not compromise cable safety .

Installation Considerations

o Ventilation: Covers for ventilated trays must allow airflow to prevent heat accumulation. Solid covers are

used where EMI shielding or physical protection is needed .

o Accessibility: Covers should be removable for maintenance and inspection without disturbing the cable

layout .

o Material Selection: Covers must match the tray material (metallic or nonmetallic) and be suitable for

environmental conditions, including moisture, chemical exposure, or temperature extremes .

o Compliance with Fill Limits: Installing covers should not exceed the tray's rated fill capacity, as this can

lead to overheating and violate NEC requirements .

International Considerations

For projects outside the U.S., IEC 61537 specifies performance and testing requirements for cable trays and

covers, while local standards (e.g., BS 7671 in the UK, DIN VDE in Germany, or SANS 10142-1 in South

Africa) may impose additional installation or fire safety requirements. Compliance with both product and

installation standards is essential for international projects .
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Summary

Electrical cable tray covers must comply with NEC Article 392, UL 568, and NEMA VE standards, ensuring

proper protection, ventilation, and accessibility. Covers are required in solid bottom trays, areas with EMI

concerns, or where physical protection is necessary. Proper installation, material selection, and adherence to

fill limits are critical to maintain safety, prevent overheating, and meet regulatory requirements both in the

U.S. and internationally .

IEC 61537:2023 specifies requirements and tests for cable tray systems and cable ladder systems intended for

the support and

Cable trays are essential for organizing and supporting electrical cables in commercial,

The tray is totally enclosed and the gaskets and covers are constructed and tested to meet EMI standards for

the protection of the

B. Cable tray systems are defined to include, but are not limited to straight sections of [ladder type] [trough

type] [solid bottom type]

Cable tray Electrical installations Wiring practice by region or country North American practice United

Kingdom practice Regulation of

Home &#187; Literature &#187; NEMA VE2 Cable Tray Installation NEMA VE2 Cable Tray Installation

NEMA VE2 NEMA stands for the National

Explore cable tray cover types, materials &amp; standards to optimize safety and system ROI.

NEC Article 392 explains cable trays, their components, appropriate wiring methods for

OSHA Regulations and Industry Consensus Standards that Apply to Cable Trays The use and installation of

cable trays is covered

Tray-rated cables are required for cable tray installation, so using a channel cable tray system or wire mesh

system for exits may be

INTRODUCTION The B-Line Cable Tray Manual was produced by B-Line''s technical staff. B-Line has

recognized the need for a
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Attaching a channel cable tray by using the method illustrated in Figure 3-88 maintains the electrical

requirements, and the bolted

The flexibility and scalability of cable trays make them an ideal choice for environments where cable density

and

Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in accordance with the

rules of Canadian

Cable tray systems must be installed as a complete unit, ensuring electrical continuity and support for cables.

Each tray run should

Is your cable tray system optimized for safety, dependability, space and cost savings? Cable tray (or cable

ladder) systems are a

Web: https://www.morwarreconst.co.za

Page 3/3


