
Size requirements for lighting cable trays

Article Overview

Standard lighting cable trays are sized according to NEC, IEC, and NEMA guidelines, with widths typically

ranging from 50mm to 900mm and heights from 25mm to 150mm, selected based on cable volume, fill ratio,

and future expansion needs.

Standard Dimensions

Width: Cable tray widths are the primary factor in determining cable capacity. Standard widths for lighting

and control cables typically range from 50mm to 900mm, depending on the number and type of cables to be

installed . The nominal width refers to the usable inside width, with the outside width slightly larger due to

side rail thickness. Height/Depth: Tray heights, also called side rail heights, generally range from 25mm to

150mm. Depth affects vertical stacking capacity, heat dissipation, and compliance with NEC fill requirements

. For lighting circuits, shallower trays are often sufficient, but deeper trays may be required for combined

lighting and power runs. Material Thickness: Thickness varies by material and load capacity. Galvanized steel

trays must meet ASTM A653 standards for corrosion resistance. Heavy-duty trays may require 2.5mm or more

thickness with reinforced side rails to support larger cable loads .

Calculation and Fill Standards

Cable tray sizing is based on the total cross-sectional area of cables and the maximum allowable fill ratio.

NEC Article 392 specifies that trays should not exceed a certain percentage of fill (commonly 40% for general

applications) to ensure proper ventilation and prevent overheating . The required tray width can be calculated

as: Required Tray Width = (Total Cable Cross-Sectional Area / Fill Ratio) / Tray Height For lighting systems,

this ensures adequate space for current cables and allows for future expansion, typically planning for an

additional 20-25% capacity .

Types of Trays

o Ladder Trays: Ideal for lighting and power cables, widths from 150mm to 900mm.

o Perforated Trays: Common for smaller lighting circuits, widths from 50mm to 600mm.

o Wire Mesh Trays: Flexible for data and control cables associated with lighting systems .

Compliance and Standards

Cable trays must comply with NEC (USA), IEC (Europe), and NEMA (North America) standards to ensure

safety, structural integrity, and compatibility with fittings and supports . Proper sizing prevents overcrowding,

excessive heat buildup, and costly retrofits.
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Practical Recommendations

o Increase width first, then depth if necessary.

o Check manufacturer load tables to ensure the tray can safely carry the cable weight.

o Plan for future expansion to avoid overfilling.

o Select the next standard width if the calculated fill is near the maximum allowed.

o Consider environmental factors such as corrosion, temperature, and exposure when choosing material and

finish . By following these standards and calculation methods, lighting cable trays can be safely and efficiently

installed, ensuring compliance, proper ventilation, and long-term expandability.

Learn how to choose the right cable tray sizes to meet Australian electrical standards and

Cable Tray Width, Dimensions and Specifications as per NEC Learn about cable tray width dimensions and

specifications as per

Properly sizing your cable tray is critical for safety and compliance. Our free calculator helps you determine

the correct tray size

The document provides additional requirements for sizing cables in cable trays, including derating ampacity

based on number of

Explore standard sizes by tray type, understand width and depth limits, and see how to

This guide for engineers and installers has been developed by ABB as a practical reference regarding cable

tray characteristics,

Learn how to calculate the perfect cable tray size and dimensions for your electrical project. This guide covers

load

Estimate required cable tray width based on cable quantity, outside diameter, spacing, and allowable fill

percentage per standard

Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in accordance with the

rules of Canadian

NEC Article 392 explains cable trays, their components, appropriate wiring methods for

This document describes regulations for cable trays from the National Electrical Code. It defines cable trays

and their components. It
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Grounding and bonding of cable trays There are three wiring options for providing an EGC in

This standard outlines the construction requirements, testing methods, and performance

Use this cable tray sizing calculator to check fill %, select tray size, and comply with IEC

Example #1 is based on the requirements in Sections 318-10 (a) (2) and Section 318-11 (b) (2). Section

318-10 (a) (2) states that the

Discover the essential cable tray spacing requirements for safe and efficient installation.

Web: https://www.morwarreconst.co.za
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