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Article Overview

The current rating of a primary distribution box is not fixed and depends on the system design, typically

ranging from hundreds to thousands of amperes, which can be expressed in milliamperes as multiples of 1,000

mA.

Understanding Primary Distribution Boxes

A primary distribution box is part of the high-voltage or medium-voltage distribution system that delivers

power from substations to distribution transformers or feeders . It serves as the first point of distribution and is

equipped with protective devices such as feeder breakers, fuses, or reclosers to manage incoming current and

protect downstream circuits . The box itself does not have a single milliamperes rating; instead, its rating is

determined by the maximum current the incoming feeder can safely carry.

Typical Current Ratings

o Residential or small commercial feeders: Primary feeders may carry currents in the range of 100-600 A,

which is equivalent to 100,000-600,000 mA .

o Large commercial or industrial feeders: Currents can reach up to 1,000-2,000 A or more, depending on load

requirements, translating to 1,000,000-2,000,000 mA .

o Protective devices: Circuit breakers or fuses in the primary distribution box are selected based on the

expected load and short-circuit capacity, ensuring safe operation without exceeding the rated current .

Factors Affecting the Rating

o Voltage level: Primary distribution boxes operate at medium voltage (typically 11 kV, 22 kV, or 33 kV)

before stepping down to low-voltage secondary networks .

o Number of feeders: More feeders increase the total current capacity of the box.

o Load type: Industrial loads with motors or high-demand equipment require higher current ratings.

o Safety margins: Engineers include a safety factor to prevent overloads and allow for future expansion .

Conversion to Milliamperes

Since 1 A = 1,000 mA, a 600 A feeder corresponds to 600,000 mA, and a 1,500 A industrial feeder

corresponds to 1,500,000 mA. Therefore, the primary distribution box rating in milliamperes is simply the

amperage multiplied by 1,000.

Key Takeaway
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There is no universal milliamperes rating for a primary distribution box. Its rating depends on the feeder

design, voltage, load, and protective devices. For practical purposes, primary distribution boxes in residential,

commercial, and industrial systems typically handle hundreds of amperes to several thousand amperes, which

translates to hundreds of thousands to millions of milliamperes .

Understand distribution boxes (DB boxes) in 5 minutes. Learn about types, components, functions, and uses.

Find

When it comes to electrical safety, every building -- whether it''s a cozy home or a sprawling

Distribution boxes are commonly used in residential and commercial electrical systems. Also known as a

distribution

The document discusses primary distribution voltage levels used in electrical systems. The major voltage

classes are 5, 15, 25, and

Learn how to choose a distribution box and understand its internal structure, including MCBs, busbars, neutral

bars,

The distribution box is the central hub of the home circuit and the general control of our daily power

consumption. It is an

Distribution Box Internal Structure Diagram: MCBs, Busbars, Neutral Bars, and SPDs Explained The internal

What do the primary, secondary, and tertiary boxes of a distribution box mean? This is a relative issue. Let''s

make a

Distribution switchboards, including the Main LV Switchboard (MLVS), are critical to the dependability of an

electrical

Distribution boards (generally only one in residential premises) usually include the meter (s) and in some

cases

Introduction For procurement professionals, electrical contractors, and project managers, choosing the right

Distribution Box (DB

A distribution box is the heart of any electrical system. It takes the incoming power and safely distributes it to

different
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Distribution systems usually have two major electrical levels: primary distribution and secondary distribution.

Primary

What is considered to be the voltage level for a primary distribution substation varies country by country and

depends on the whole

Distribution transformer: A distribution transformer, also called as service transformer, provides final

transformation in the electric

In a national power system, many thousands of transformers and their associated circuit breakers or fuses /

protective
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