
How high is the electrical distribution box
on the stairs 

Article Overview

The top of the electrical distribution box should not exceed 6 feet 7 inches (2.0 meters) above the floor or

landing, with the bottom typically mounted around 4.5 to 5.5 feet (1.4 to 1.7 meters) for accessibility.

Code and Safety Considerations

When installing a distribution box on a stair landing, it must not be located over the steps themselves, as

overcurrent protective devices cannot be installed above stair treads according to NEC Section 240.24(F) and

110.26(A) clearance requirements . The landing in front of the panel should provide a minimum clear working

space of 2 feet 6 inches wide by 3 feet deep, with at least 6 feet 6 inches of headroom to ensure safe access .

The panel door must be able to swing open 90 degrees without obstruction.

Recommended Mounting Heights

For practical and ergonomic use, the center of the highest circuit breaker handle should not exceed 6 feet 7

inches (2.0 meters) above the floor or landing . This ensures that the panel is reachable for operation during

emergencies. The bottom of the panel is often mounted around 4.5 to 5.5 feet (1.4 to 1.7 meters) from the

floor, which allows easy access without bending or stretching excessively and keeps the box safe from

accidental impacts or water spills . For residential installations, a height of approximately 1.5 meters (5 feet)

from the floor is commonly recommended .

Practical Tips

o Ensure the panel is not directly over the stair steps to prevent falls.

o Maintain clearance in front of the panel for safe operation.

o Keep the panel away from wet areas and potential physical damage.

o Verify that the panel door can fully open without obstruction.

o Use a licensed electrician to ensure compliance with local codes and NEC standards. By following these

guidelines, the distribution box will be both safe and accessible, even when installed on a stair landing.

Floor box outlets are an exception to the Building Regulations height requirements and are a standard fitting in

open-plan offices

In flammable and explosive environments, explosion-proof distribution boxes should be selected and

explosion-proof
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Explore comprehensive insights on the appropriate height for mounting electrical panels,

Are these the proper heights for electrical boxes? If someone is wiring a new house from scratch, would these

be the

Distribution boards (generally only one in residential premises) usually include the meter (s) and in some

cases

Where the only practical location for electrical distribution equipment is on or adjacent to an escape route, the

equipment must be

The distribution box is the central hub of the home circuit and the general control of our daily power

consumption. It is an

Install a distribution box at 4.5 to 5.5 feet high for safety, accessibility, and compliance. This height ensures

easy use and protection

It''s acceptable as long as the landing meets the code requirement for a safe access area in front of the panel:

2''-6"

The electrical panel delivers all your electricity needs, but it might ruin your aesthetic. Here are the electrical

panel

BS 8300: 2009 is a Code of Practice which includes recommendations on the mounting heights of electrical

Section 240.24 (F) prohibits overcurrent protective devices from being installed/located over the steps of a

stairway. As

User notes: About this chapter: Chapter 10 provides the general criteria for designing the means of egress

established as the primary

A distribution box is the heart of any electrical system. It takes the incoming power and safely distributes it to

different

Looking to transfer your electrical panel to a new place? Perhaps you want to put it somewhere inconspicuous

- in a

Electrical Room under stair landing. Electrical Room under stair landing. I had this situation come up in a

school
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