
Correct connection method for fiber optic
cold splices

Article Overview

Fiber optic cold splices are performed using mechanical splicing, which aligns and secures fiber ends without

fusion, typically using a ferrule and connector body.

Steps for Mechanical (Cold) Splicing

1. Fiber Preparation: Begin by stripping the outer jacket, buffer, and cladding layers to expose the bare fiber.

Clean the fiber thoroughly with alcohol wipes to remove dust, oils, or debris, which can interfere with light

transmission and increase insertion loss . 2. Cleaving the Fiber: Use a precision fiber cleaver to create a flat,

perpendicular endface. A clean, smooth cleave is critical for proper alignment and minimal signal loss . 3.

Inserting into the Ferrule: Place each prepared fiber end into the ferrule of the mechanical splice connector.

The ferrule holds the fiber in precise alignment with the opposing fiber . 4. Securing the Ferrule in the

Connector Body: Insert the ferrule into the connector body, which locks it in place and ensures stable

alignment. Some mechanical splices may use index-matching gel or adhesive to reduce reflection and insertion

loss . 5. Testing the Connection: After splicing, test the connection using an optical power meter or optical

time-domain reflectometer (OTDR) to verify low insertion loss (typically 0.1-0.3 dB for cold splices) and

proper alignment .

Key Considerations

o Temporary vs. Permanent: Mechanical cold splices are generally used for temporary or emergency

connections, as they may become unstable over time .

o Tools and Consumables: Unlike fusion splicing, cold splicing does not require expensive fusion equipment

but does require consumables like ferrules, connectors, and sometimes index-matching gel .

o Fiber Type Compatibility: Mechanical splicing works for both singlemode and multimode fibers, but

singlemode fibers require more precise alignment due to smaller core diameters .

o Insertion Loss: Proper preparation and alignment are essential to minimize light loss. Typical mechanical

splice loss ranges from 0.1 to 0.3 dB, higher than fusion splicing but acceptable for short-term or emergency

use . By following these steps and ensuring careful fiber preparation, cleaving, and alignment, cold splices can

provide reliable temporary connections with minimal signal degradation.

Effective fiber optic splicing relies on precise fiber preparation, the correct use of specialized tools like fusion

splicers

Fusion splicers are more expensive than the assembly tools required for mechanical
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In September 2019, FOC posted an article explaining the difference between mechanical

When installing a fiber optic network, connectors are required to connect both ends of the fiber optic cable.

Common

Quick Answer: Fiber Optic Splicing and How It Works Fiber optic splicing focuses on creating low loss

connections

Mechanical fibers clamp two fibers into alignment with index matching gel between them to reduce loss and

reflectance. Fusion

It is used to connect optical fiber or optical fiber butt pigtail, which is equivalent to making a joint (fiber butt

pigtail refers

Joining Fiber Optic Cables There are two methods of fiber optic splicing, fusion splicing &amp; mechanical

splicing.

This method produces transparent, non-reflective, and continuous connections between fibers, enabling very

low-loss light

Fiber splicing is the process of joining two optical fibers so that light can pass from one to the other with

minimal insertion loss and

The most detailed cold splicing prodcedures for broken fiber optic cable. You can source

When inserting the optical fiber into the optical fiber quick connector/cold splice, it should be

2. Emergency Connection (Cold Splicing) Emergency connection, also known as cold

Optical fiber quick connectors and optical fiber cold splices will play an irreplaceable role in FTTH access.

The field

Guide for proper splicing of fiber optic fibers Splicing has become an integral part, especially in the field of

electrical installations. Find

Learn how to perform mechanical fiber cable splicing inside fiber enclosures using fiber splice trays. This

step-by-step

Web: https://www.morwarreconst.co.za
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