
10kV busbar acceptance withstand
voltage

Article Overview

For a 10 kV busbar, the typical basic insulation level (BIL) is around 75 kV peak, with a power-frequency

withstand voltage of approximately 24 kV RMS.

Basic Insulation Level (BIL)

The BIL represents the maximum impulse voltage the busbar insulation can tolerate, such as lightning or

switching surges, without breakdown. For a 10-11 kV system, the standard BIL is 75 kV peak, which ensures

reliable operation under transient overvoltages and provides a safety margin for insulation coordination . This

value is widely applied to medium-voltage switchgear, transformers, bushings, and insulators.

Power-Frequency Withstand Voltage

The power-frequency withstand voltage (also called rated voltage Ud) is the RMS voltage that the busbar

insulation can sustain continuously for a specified duration, typically 1 minute, without failure. For a 10 kV

busbar, this value is generally 24 kV RMS . This ensures the insulation can handle normal system

overvoltages and temporary surges without degradation.

Design Considerations

o Insulation Coordination: The BIL and power-frequency ratings are selected based on expected overvoltage

conditions and protective device performance. Lightning impulses are short-lived, and surge arresters limit the

stress on the busbar .

o Creepage and Clearance: Adequate creepage distance along the insulator surface and air clearance between

conductors are critical to prevent tracking and flashover .

o Standards Compliance: IEC, ANSI, and other international standards define test procedures and minimum

voltage ratings for medium-voltage busbars, ensuring safety and reliability .

Summary Table

ParameterTypical Value for 10 kV BusbarBasic Insulation Level (BIL)75 kV peakPower-Frequency

Withstand Voltage (Ud)24 kV RMS, 1 minNominal System Voltage (Un)10 kVShort-Circuit Withstand

CurrentDefined per system, e.g., 12 kA RMS for 1 s 

These values provide a reference for busbar design, insulation selection, and testing in medium-voltage

systems, ensuring both operational safety and compliance with international standards.
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The NETA Acceptance Testing Specifications was developed for use by those responsible for assessing the

suitability

Phase to phase clearance as per IEC 61439 explained with minimum clearance chart, busbar clearance values,

and

AC Elevated Voltage Testing THREE COMMON METHODS - 50/60 Hz or 0.1 Hz AC WITHSTAND TEST

(Also known as PROOF,

In each test, the incoming circuit and the busbars are lo-aded to their rated current and as many outgoing

circuits in a group are

The design of the insulation system for metal-enclosed switchgear is based upon life expectancy of about 30

years.

A switchgear MUST withstand voltage in normal and abnormal conditions and to carry varying load currents

during its

Calculate HV busbar short circuit withstand capability using IEEE C37.20.1 thermal and mechanical methods.

Includes

Since 1989, revised editions of the Acceptance Testing Specifications have been published in 1991, 1995,

1999, 2003,

VLF Testing Procedure uses VLF AC voltage to test medium-voltage cable insulation. It monitors tan delta

and partial

High potential "Hi-Pot" DC testing This technical article provides general guidelines for high

Rated voltage values according to IEC 60071-1 (Insulation co-ordination - Part 1: Definitions, principles and

rules)

The table includes the rated short-duration power-frequency withstand voltage and rated withstand voltage in

kV for common values

The values of withstand voltages in the tables are considered for normal services conditions at altitudes of less

than 1000 metres,

36 kV, 2500A, 31.5 kA Medium voltage, arc-proof, air insulated switchgear UniGear ZS2 is the new name of

well-established UniSafe
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- Tables and diagrams show the rated peak and short-time withstand currents for different busbar materials,

dimensions, and support

This Indian Standard (Part 1) which is identical with IEC 62271-1 : 2007 ''High-voltage switchgear and

controlgear -- Part 1: Common
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